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Nepenthean Homes FFA will have served
children and families for the past 22 years
as of December 1, 2011. We are very
proud of our staff and foster parents’ high
quality work with needy children and the
support received from our Executive
Board, volunteers, close friends, and fam-

ily.

Nepenthean Homes FFA will end its op-
eration by December 31, 2011.

As we reported in last month’s Newslet-
ter, the move of our foster homes, clients,
and staff to Triad Family Services is un-
derway. The work continues in providing
new documentation and a transfer of sev-
eral levels of information on each foster
home to Triad. We appreciate our foster
parents and thank them for the work
they’ve done at this, making it possible
for all our staff to move to Triad and
minimizing as much as possible changes
in the work done with our children.

As the holiday season is now upon us, let
me thank all of you who have worked
with us in providing quality service to
needy children over the years. I feel that
you and our families and staff have
shown great success in working with
needy children and their families.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Super
Fantastic New Year as we move ahead
together and continue our commitment

and accomplishments with Triad. T
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MEMORANDUM

To: Nepenthean Homes Foster Parents

From: Julio E. Alvarado — Executive
Board President

Subject: Farewell Address

Serving as your Board member for the
past sixteen years has been not only a
privilege, but an honor. I’ve had so many
wonderful memories from the many
events I’ve attended, from the Christmas
Parties for the children and foster par-
ents, to picnics, crab feeds, fashion
shows, and other functions that Rich and
staff have put together.

The tremendous support from the Auxil-
iary Committees, i.e., Auburn Auxiliary
and the Sacramento Auxiliary, was very
much appreciated by the Board. Their
contribution has been enormous and was
evident in the quality of the events.

Yes, Nepenthean has been, for the most
part, more like a family than a foster
family agency. I know it’s hard to realize
that we have come to the end. However,
we can take memories with us and be
thankful for having experienced them.

Unfortunately, for the past several years
our state has been struggling with budget
issues that have continued to affect the
very existence of small businesses and, of
course, non-profits. I commend Ne-
penthean’s Executive Director, Rich Far-
linger, for his devotion and dedication in
working out possible solutions for keeping
staff members employed, but most of all
for providing foster parents and the chil-
dren with the best possible choice in a
very difficult climate.

His hard work has brought us to Triad
Family Services, an excellent choice,
since it is most difficult to find possible
candidates to link with. I believe that
Triad will step up to the task of providing
the best foster parent services possible,
and should be given that opportunity.
Change is sometimes difficult, but unfor-
tunately sometimes necessary.

Our staff now needs your support, and I
encourage foster parents to join in the
transition to Triad, which will continue to
provide employment for our staff. I ask
you to give it a try. I’ve asked my employ-
ees to sacrifice during these turbulent eco-
nomic times and they have. It’s not easy,
but as a community we can bless each
other and those around us for benefiting

all through these difficult times. T

Happy Holidays
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ON-CALL CELL PHONE: (916) 704-7780

As indicated in the Executive Director’s
Report on page one, Nepenthean Homes
FFA will be ending its operation on
December 31, 2011.

We will be announcing news of upcoming

foster parent trainings through Triad as a
mailer to our foster parents.

If there are any questions about
prospective foster parent orientation,
please contact Rich Farlinger at (916)
993-7776 for direction on the process to
apply to Triad Family Services for
certification.

We hope you have a
wonderful holiday
season!

7 e e Y e e e e e e e e Y e [ e s |

H ATTN: FOSTER PARENTS!

I Remember, 12 hours per year of foster
parent training are required to maintain
] your certification.

[ To help with this, we offer our 21-DVD
[ Foster Parent College training set. These
[ videos are available at our Sacramento

[ and El Sobrante offices.

I You may call either office to obtain a

I list of our titles, or to reserve a video.

| Each DVD is 30 to 45 minutes in length.
I Viewing only gives you one hour train-
[ ing credit; viewing plus taking the test

[ gives you two hours training credit. For
[ more information please call the Sacra-
[l mento (916) 993-7776 or El Sobrante

[ office (510) 222-2666.

l

[ PLEASE NOTE: You may do a maxi-
[ mum of six (6) hours of online foster

[ parent training with Foster Parent Col-

[| lege. Please call Mike Quinn or Rich

|| Farlinger at the Sacramento office with
| your email address, to get set up for this
] Mo-cost training.

[
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BAY AREA
NEWS

ON-CALL CELL PHONE: (510) 750-4769

As indicated in the Executive Director’s
Report on page one, Nepenthean Homes
FFA will be ending its operation on
December 31, 2011.

We will be announcing news of
upcoming foster parent trainings through
Triad as a mailer to our foster parents.

ADDITIONAL FOSTER PARENT
TRAINING:

The Center for the Vulnerable Child
(CVCQ) at Children’s Hospital Oakland,
in cooperation with Alameda County
Social Services and Nepenthean Homes
Foster Family Agency, presents NO-
FEE foster parent trainings. The classes
serve as continuing education hours by
foster care agencies. Verification of
attendance is given.

Date: Wednesday, December 14, 2011

Time: 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

Topic: “Massage for Children and Their
Caregivers”

Speaker: Patty Maloney, Certified
Massage Therapist from Heart Touch
Massage and George Mark
Children’s House.

Date: Wednesday, December 28, 2011

NO MEETING TODAY due to the
holiday. We wish everyone Happy
Holidays!

PLEASE NOTE LOCATION
CHANGE —JUST THIS ONCE!
Where: Banana’s Building
5232 Claremont Ave.
Oakland, CA
RSVP: Please call Peggy Pearson at
(510) 428-3783. Sorry, no childcare is
available.

FOOTHILLS

As indicated in the Executive Director’s
Report on page one, Nepenthean Homes
FFA will be ending its operation on
December 31, 2011.

We will be announcing news of
upcoming foster parent trainings through
Triad as a mailer to our foster parents.

CENTRAL
VALLEY

NEWS

ON-CALL CELL PHONE: (916) 704-7780

As indicated in the Executive Director’s
Report on page one, Nepenthean Homes
FFA will be ending its operation on De-
cember 31, 2011.

We will be announcing news of upcoming
foster parent trainings through Triad as a
mailer to our foster parents.

SUPPORT GROUP

For Bay Area kinship caregivers and
grandparents, held on Wednesdays
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Group meets at
Family Resource Network, 5232 Clare-
mont Ave., Oakland, CA. For more
information and RSVP call Sonia Wa-
ters at (510) 547-7322 x15.

HUGGING

Hugging is healthy. It helps the body’s
immune system. It keeps you healthier, it
cures depression, it reduces stress, it in-
duces sleep, it’s invigorating, it’s rejuve-
nating, it has no unpleasant side effects,
and hugging is nothing less than a mira-
cle drug.

Hugging is all natural. It’s organic, natu-
rally sweet, no pesticides, no preserva-
tives, no artificial ingredients, and is
100% wholesome.

Hugging is practically perfect. There are
no movable parts, no batteries to wear
out, no periodic checkups, low energy
consumption, high energy yield, infla-
tion-proof, nonfattening, no monthly pay-
ments, no insurance requirements, theft-
proof, nontaxable, nonpolluting, and, of
course, fully returnable.

— Source unknown
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: CPR/1st AID TRAINING
@ NEVADA COUNTY:
@ Nevada County offers ongoing train-
@ ing, which includes Medic First Aid,
@ BasicPlus CPR, AED (Automated
® External Defibrillator), and First Aid.
¥ Additionally, the Medic First Aid
Infant and Child Supplement can be
included following Adult CPR/First
@ Aid. The training is good for 2 years.
@ Please wear comfortable clothes and
@ bring a snack and beverage.

4 Date: Saturday, December 3, 2011
@ Time: 9:00 am. to 1:00 p.m.

@ Date: Thursday, Dec. 15,2011

@ Time: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

$30.00 (must be prepaid to

confirm your reservation).

@ Where: Nevada County Superinten-

®  dent of Schools’ Office, Houser

®  conference room, 112 Nevada City
Hwy, Nevada City, CA.

® RSVP: To reserve your spot, please
¥ contact Anna McMillen at

® Phone: (530) 478-6400, ext. 201

® Email: amcmillen@nevco.kl2.ca.us

®
\AAAAAAAAAAA AL AAA

: Fee:
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ADDITIONAL FOSTER PARENT TRAINING OFFERED:
PLACER COUNTY:
Sierra College Foster & Kinship Care Education Workshops

Date:  Friday, December 2, 2011
Time: 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Topic:  “The Wild Child” with Sharon and Mia Behrens

Where: Sierra College Gateway, 333 Sunrise Avenue, Roseville, CA.
Please RSVP by November 30th for dinner and child care; call (916) 781-6214.

Date:  Saturday, December 10, 2011
Time: 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Topic:  “It’s Better to Give Than to Receive”

Where: Sierra College Gateway, 333 Sunrise Avenue, Roseville, CA.
Please RSVP for dinner and child care by December 8th; call (916) 781-6214.

NEVADA COUNTY:
Nevada County Foster & Kinship Care Education Workshops

Date:  Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Topic:  “Logical and Natural Consequences, Discipline Techniques, Behavioral
Incentives (especially for the strong-willed child)”

Where: Nevada County Superintendent of Schools Annex—Meeting Room

117 New Mohawk Road, Suite F, Nevada City, CA.
Please RSVP to Melissa Marcum at (530) 470-8510, ext. 202. No childcare is pro-
vided.

Date:  Monday, December 12,2011

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Topic:  “Happy Holidays for You AND the Children”

Where: Nevada County Superintendent of Schools Annex—Meeting Room

117 New Mohawk Road, Suite F, Nevada City, CA.
Please RSVP to Melissa Marcum at (530) 470-8510, ext. 202. No childcare is pro-
vided.

SUPPORT MEETINGS FOR ADOPTIVE PARENTS (BAY AREA): 2nd Wednesday of each month
PLEASE NOTE: There will be no meeting in December due to the holidays.

BAY AREA: Las Positas College Foster & Kinship Education Workshops (NO FEE!)

YOU MUST RSVP TO RESERVE A SPOT (or you might not be contacted if the class is canceled). Please call Anne Loyola at

(925) 424-1172, or email to aloyola@laspositascollege.edu. Childcare is not available!

Time: 9:00 a.m. to noon

Fremont Community Center, 40000 Paseo Padre Parkway (take Mission View Drive), Fremont, CA
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Livermore Library Board Room, 1188 So. Livermore Avenue, Livermore, CA
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Las Positas College, 3000 Campus Hill Drive, Livermore, CA

Time: 9:00 a.m. to noon

Date:  Saturday, December 3, 2011
Topic: “Working With the School System”
Where:

Date:  Wednesday, December 7, 2011
Topic: “Raising Self Reliant Children in a Self Indulgent World”
Where:

Date:  Saturday, December 10, 2011
Topic: “Kinship Support Group”

Where:

Date:  Saturday, December 17, 2011
Topic: “Working With Our Teens”

Where:

Central Park Visitor’s Center (Boathouse), 40000 Paseo Padre Parkway (take Sailway Drive), Fremont, CA
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Congratulations to Fernando M., Ar-
mando M., and Angela M., of the Gia-
comini-Williams home, who sat on
Santa’s lap for the very first time at
LOP’s Christmas in the Pines. Way to go,
kids!

Many, many thanks to Claire Glidden and
Project Linus of Sacramento, who again
have donated 85 handmade blankets to
Nepenthean Homes for our children and
families. Project Linus is a nationwide
non-profit organization whose members
make blankets for needy children. Please
call Mike Quinn at (916) 993-7787 to
make arrangements to pick up your spe-
cial blanket(s)!

NEPPY’S NOTABLES
December birthdays for staff:

No December birthdays!

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
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machine

MODESTO AREA:

e New or gently used laptop computer
for Modesto teen

BAY AREA:

e Changing table

e Hand-held electronic games
e VCR

AUBURN AREA:

e Dust cover for flat monitor (20”)

e New or gently used laptop computer
(PO)
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Nepenthean Homes is a private, non-profit Foster Family Agency that helps adults
become successful foster parents. If you want to improve a needy child’s future by
becoming a certified foster parent, please telephone:

** in Sacramento area, 1-916-993-7776
** in Modesto area, 1-916-993-7776

** in Foothills area, 1-530-268-9743
** in Bay Area, 1-800-564-2292

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“NEP-TUNES” IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY
NEPENTHEAN HOMES
“A CARING FOSTER FAMILY AGENCY”
15709 DUGGANS ROAD
GRASS VALLEY, CA 95949
TELEPHONE: (530) 268-9743 or (916) 993-7776
EDITOR: MARTHA STEUER




